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Ixvi MODERN I.ANGUAGE ASSOCIATION. 

Concerning the links which connect both legends we notice a state of 
fluctuation and change. Both Kriemhilt and Brunhilt are characters 
created by the poetic imagination for the purpose of connecting both 
legends. The history of the changes which these characters underwent is 
the history of the fusion of both legends into a new /xvBos. Before the final 
and most artistic fusion was accomplished, the existence of single songs 
must be assumed in which poets of various talents and at various times 
treated various parts of the combined story, or the latter as a whole, witi 
great freedom. Such freedom in transforming motives and characters 
would have been impossible had they been guarded by fixed conservative 
tradition. 

This paper was presented in abstract by Professor F. A. 
Blackburn. 

Professor S. W. Cutting then presented the report of the 
Committee of Twelve on the Modern Language Association, 
in a short resume. The meeting was interrupted through a 
failure of the lighting apparatus, and the members repaired 
to the quarters of the Lincoln Business Men's Club, where 
a reception to the Association had been arranged. 

FIFTH SESSION. 

The meeting was convened at 9 a. m. 

Professor S. W. Cutting's report, begun at the preceding 
session, was concluded. The report was then accejited with 
the understanding that the Committee M'ould edit and pub- 
lish the same without material -change of the essential features. 

12. "Le Covenant Vivien." By Professor Raymond 
Weeks, of the University of Missouri. [To be published 
in Itomania.'\ 

There are in the Oeste de Gnillaume three poems which are thought to 
contain descriptions or summaries of the so-called battle of Aliscans ; 
namely, Aliscans, the Covenant Vivien, and Fimcon de Candie. No two of 
these accounts agree. Furthermore, each of these poems, save Foucon, 
contains grave internal inconsistencies and improbabilities. The follow- 
ing inconsistencies and improbabilities have been noted in the Covenani 
Vivien: 1. At the opening of the poem, certain cousins are said to accom- 
pany Vivien, who, we learn later (lines 740-45), are not with Vivien, but 
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with his uncle at Orange. In fact, these cousins are among those who 
come later with Guillaume to help Vivien (1144-45; 1216-18). 2. We 
are told in line 69 that Vivien carries on successful warfare in Spain for 
seven years, yet, at the close of this period (95-97), the emir Qesrames 
knows nothing of any war. 3. Vivien and his band, being hard-pressed in 
battle, cut their way to a castle, which they enter without difficulty. Inas- 
much as this castle seems capable of sheltering them for several months, 
we cannot understand how such a stronghold should have been left unpro- 
tected. 4. Immediately on the arrival of Vivien at the castle, we see his 
men killing their horses for food, and acting as if they had been besieged 
for a long while. 5. Girart is sent to Guillaume for help. On Guillaume's 
departure, it is stated that within four days he will meet the direst peril of 
his life. How can he march from Orange to the scene of the battle in 
Spain, and fight a battle, all within four days? 6. Vivien, instead of 
waiting for the arrival of succor, sallies from the castle for "no apparent 
reason, and meets destruction. 7. Finally, how can the fact be explained 
that the poem ends so vaguely ? We are left in doubt concerning every 
hero in whom we have become interested. The poem seem to end nowhere. 

The theory advanced in this paper is that the Cbvenanl as it exists is a 
blending of two poems originally independent, in the first of which — the 
antecedent probably of the present Enfances Vivien — the action resulted 
favorably to the hero; in the second of which it resulted disastrously. 
The battle as it is in the Covenant is mainly drawn from the first of the 
above sources, hence is not the battle of Aliscans. 

This theory is based partly on internal, but mainly on external, evidence. 
The following sources of external evidence are utilized : Aliscans, Foueon 
de Candle, Enfances Vivien, Storie Nerbonesi, Roman d!Arle, and Philippe 
Mousket. The attempt is made to show how, in the light of this theory, 
the internal inconsistencies of the Covenant disappear. 

The paper was discussed by Professor A. H. Edgren and 
the author. 

Professor Raymond Weeks, third Vice-President of the 
Central Division, was called to the chair. 

13. "The Finnsburgh Fragment, and its relation to the 
Finn episode in Beowulf." By Miss Louise Pound, of 
the University of Nebraska. 

Remarks on this paper were made by Professor C. A. 
Smith. 

14. " Poe's critique of Hawthorne." By Dr. H. M. Belden, 
of the University of Missouri. 



